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apon him, by instantly accepting an invitation fco a Louse so totally unconnected with his circle, and where, had it not been to meet this Miss Herbert, it would of course never have entered his head to be a visitor. But, on the whole. Lady Monteagle was rather irritated than jealous ; and far from suspecting that there was the slightest chance of her losing her influence, such as it might be, over Lord Cadur-cis, all that she felt was, that less lustre must redound to her from its possession and exercise, if it were obvious to the world that his attentions could be so easily attracted and commanded.
When Lord Cadurcis, therefore, having dispatched his poem, to Venetia, paid his usual visit on the next day to Monteagle House, he was received rather with sneers than reproaches, as Lady Monteagle, with no superficial knowledge of society or his lordship's character, was clearly of opinion that this new fancy of her admirer was to be treated rather with ridicule than indignation; and, in short, as she had discovered that Cadurcis was far from being insensible to mockery, that it was clearly a fit occasion, to use a phrase then very much in vogue, for quizzing.
1 How d'ye do?' said her ladyship, with an arch smile, fl really could not expect to see you !'
Cadurcis looked a little confused ; he detested scenes, and now he dreaded one.
1 You seem quite distrait/ continued Lady Monteagle, after a moment's pause, which his lordship ought to have broken. ' But no wonder, if the world be right/
' The world cannot be wrong/ said Cadurcis sarcastically.
* Had you a pleasant party yesterday ? J
'Very.'                          "                                            '
4 Lady------must have been quite charmed to have you
at last,' said Lady Monteagle. ' I suppose she exhibited you to all her friends, as if you were one of the savages that, went to Court the other day.'
' She was courteous.'
' Oh ! I can fancy her flutter !    For my part, if there be'